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• Discuss what is meant by climate rationale and resolve any confusion 
surrounding the term in the context of GCF proposals

• Show how it is a factor used to establish the climate impact potential 
of GCF-supported projects 

• Describe work underway to ensure consistent guidance and review 
procedures across the whole GCF family

• Provide an update on various guidance resources being prepared by 
the GCF to support proposal development

• Discussion and questions
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OUTLINE OF THIS SESSION



• Very simply, it is showing how proposed activities relate to and seek to 
address current and projected climate change impacts 

• The terminology arose at a GCF Board meeting in 2018 where the Board 
asked the secretariat to resolve a number of issues including, “Steps to 
enhance the climate rationale of GCF-supported activities”

• Climate rationale (climate relevance) is an important factor in the Impact 
Potential investment criterion in the GCF Initial Investment framework

• To show adaptation impact, proposals need to show how they will 
contribute to increased climate-resilient sustainable development for most 
vulnerable people and communities, in the face of climate risk
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WHAT IS MEANT BY “CLIMATE RATIONALE”?
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NEW GUIDANCE IN DEVELOPMENT

The GCF is developing non-prescriptive, 
principles-based guidance, supported by 
a framework of tools, methodologies 
and data platforms (designed in 
cooperation with the independent 
Technical Advisory Panel) to ensure a 
consistent approach to advice on, and 
review of, proposals

Main motivation is to ensure that 
countries, AEs, and DAEs in particular, 
receive consistent guidance that 
enables them to develop high-quality 
proposals



USE OF BEST AVAILABLE DATA

The guidance and toolkit builds strongly on the science 
and information in the latest and previous IPCC reports

The IPCC sixth assessment report (AR6), based on 
14,000 papers assessed by 234 authors from 65 
countries

Regional fact sheets and a new interactive atlas provide 
a credible starting point for climate action proposals

The guidance will make clear that the appropriate 
standard should always be the best available data, 
accepting there are significant differences in data 
availability between countries.

Countries which are data poor should never have 
proposals turned down for lacking specific data sources IPCC Sixth Assessment report WG1 Regional Fact Sheets: 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/factsheets/



• The latest report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC, AR6, Summary for 
Policymakers) highlights the climate impacts facing 
many parts of Africa including heatwaves, more 
intense precipitation, alterations to the onset and 
duration of monsoonal rainfall, agricultural and 
ecological droughts (projected impacts vary by 
region)

• With every extra amount of global warming, 
changes in extremes will become larger

• All regions are projected to experience increases in 
hot climatic impact drivers 

• Heavy precipitation and associated flooding is 
projected to intensify and be more frequent across 
most of Africa, even with 1.5°C of global warming 

• More frequent and severe agricultural and ecological 
droughts are projected for all continents except Asia

Extract from Figure SPM3: IPCC, 2021. Summary for Policymakers. In: Climate Change 2021: The 
Physical Science Basis. Contribution of WG1 to the sixth assessment report of the IPCC

IPCC ATLAS CLIMATE CHANGE PROJECTIONS



• Several tools exist to extract, analyse and report physical 
climate information at national, regional, and local scales 
for impact assessments and for planning climate action

• These resources include the GCF-WMO Climate 
Information Platform, and the new IPCC Working Group I 
Interactive Atlas

• GCF technical specialists can advise in the use of tools, 
materials, methodologies, and best practices. 

• Further support can be provided through the Readiness 
and Preparatory Support Programme (Readiness 
Programme) and Project Preparation Facility (PPF) support 
mechanisms

• GCF and WMO are working together to explore the idea of 
a global network of climate specialists to advise on the use 
of these tools

• The aim of all this new guidance is to improve access to 
GCF funding
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TOOLS FOR CLIMATE DATA ANALYSIS
IPCC Sixth Assessment report WG1 Interactive Atlas: https://www.interactive-atlas.ipcc.ch
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GCF-WMO CLIMATE INFORMATION PLATFORM 
WAS LAUNCHED AT COP26

The GCF-WMO collaboration promotes access to high 
quality climate information, expert advice, tools and 
scientific methodologies that contribute to the 
development of investments, proposals for climate 
action, and national policies and plans

The resources

Climate Information Platform - A web-based data 
platform that provides access to climate projections and 
indicators worldwide.

Climpact - A software package for the calculation of 
climate indices associated with impacts in climate 
sensitive sectors 

Guidance - A guidance document that explains how 
these tools can be used to guide the identification of 
effective climate actions
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  MERCI BIEN


