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• Describe work underway to ensure consistent guidance and review 
procedures across the whole GCF community

• Discuss what is meant by climate rationale and clarify the term in the 
context of GCF proposals

• Provide an update on resources being prepared by the GCF (with 
WMO) to support adaptation proposal development

• Examples in the context of preparing a concept note

• Discussion
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OUTLINE OF TALK



• There is no agreed definition (yet)! GCF is submitting a paper to B.32 to resolve that

• The terminology arose at a 2018 GCF Board meeting where the Board asked the 
secretariat to address a number of issues including, “Steps to enhance the climate 
rationale of GCF-supported activities”

• The policy paper will confirm that the “climate rationale” ensures that activities are 
designed to address climate change. It can be considered the overarching narrative that 
contributes to all GCF investment criteria (especially Impact Potential)

• Mitigation actions should demonstrate that an ambitious level of emissions reductions 
will occur, and that these reductions would not have happened without the GCF-funded 
intervention

• Adaptation actions should provide a well-evidenced analysis to show that proposed 
activities are likely to be an effective adaptive response to the threat of specific 
climate change risks and impacts  [Identify risks – show connection to response] 3

WHAT IS MEANT BY “CLIMATE RATIONALE”?



• Between 3.3 to 3.6 billion people are highly vulnerable to climate change. High 
confidence that human-induced climate change, including more frequent and 
intense extreme events, has caused widespread impacts, and losses and damages 
to nature and people.  

• We face multiple climate risks over the next two decades even if global warming 
can be held to 1.5°C. 

• Adaptation planning and implementation has been observed across all sectors 
and regions, generating multiple benefits 

• Strong consensus that effective adaptation is based on integrated, multi-sectoral 
solutions that address social inequities, and cut across systems

• “Climate resilient development is enabled when governments, civil society and the 
private sector make inclusive development choices that prioritise risk reduction, 
equity and justice, and when decision-making processes, finance and actions are 
integrated across governance levels, sectors and timeframes.”
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“CLIMATE CHANGE 2022: IMPACTS, ADAPTATION 
AND VULNERABILITY”, IPCC AR6 WGII (28 FEB 2022)



1. Identification: Adaptation proposals should how the proposed activities 
relate to and seek to address current and/or future projected climate change 
impacts. Proposals should identify the systems at risk and the climate change 
hazards affecting them

2. Response: Proposals should demonstrate how the proposed activities will 
reduce the risk caused by climate change and thus reduce impact

3. Alignment: Proposals should confirm alignment of the proposed activities 
with the participating countries' national plans and climate strategies

4. Monitoring & evaluation: Proposals should include a description of the 
monitoring and reporting system that will be used to assess the climate 
impact of the proposed activity
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PRINCIPLES FOR ADAPTATION GUIDANCE
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APPROACHES TO ADAPTATION ASSESSMENT



• The assessment methodologies all provide high level frameworks that allow planners, climate finance mechanisms and 
assessors to answer the question, “is it adaptation”? 

• These principles do not address the issue of originating, prioritizing, and selecting adaptation options

• Mimura et al. (2014) state, “there is no single approach to adaptation planning because of the complex, diverse, and 
context-dependent nature of adaptation to climate change”

• Considerations when selecting adaptation options (adapted from Noble et al., 2014)
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APPROACHES TO ADAPTATION SELECTION

Is the adaptation action likely to………? GCF context/IC

Effectively reduce vulnerability and increase resilience Climate rationale

Succeed in the face of climate and socio-economic uncertainty Climate rationale

Be designed with maximum stakeholder involvement Climate rationale

Be integrated into policy and planning Climate rationale

Be responsive and adaptive to feedbacks during implementation Climate rationale

Exhibit synergies with mitigation and development actions Climate rationale

Avoid maladaptation Climate rationale

Consider or bring about transformative changes Climate rationale

Reduce damage and losses Climate rationale

Be sustainable in the long term Paradigm shift

Have social acceptability/legitimacy ESS

Be consistent with social norms and traditions ESS

Ensure equity and avoid harm to vulnerable groups ESS
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CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK FOR GUIDANCE, SELECTION AND 
ASSESSMENT OF A GCF ADAPTATION PROPOSAL



USE OF BEST AVAILABLE DATA

The policy guidance being developed will be explicit that the expectation should always be the 
best available data, drawing on the data and methods that are relevant to the unique needs of a 
project/proposal, and accepting there are significant differences in data availability between 
countries

Annexes to the policy guidance will provide unambiguous information about:

o What global datasets are acceptable for data poor countries

o How IPCC data, reports, and other credible, internationally peer-reviewed climate data 
and quality-controlled datasets can/should be used

o How local, traditional, and indigenous peoples’ knowledge can be used 

Countries which are data poor should never have proposals turned down for lacking specific 
data sources. Where local and sub-national data are not available or are not of sufficient quality 
then internationally peer-reviewed and scientifically credible data should be used (and guidance 
will be provided)
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NEW GUIDANCE IN DEVELOPMENT 

The GCF is developing non-prescriptive, 
principles-based guidance, supported by 
a suite of tools, methodologies and data 
platforms (in consultation with the 
independent Technical Advisory Panel) 
to ensure a consistent approach to: (1) 
advising the development of proposals 
and (2) review of proposals

Primary motivation is to ensure that 
countries, AEs, and DAEs, receive:

- consistent guidance 

- training and support

throughout the proposal development 
cycle to assist them to develop high-
quality proposals

Climate Information Gateway 

Purpose: A portal and advice center for climate change information 
for climate action proposals

Badging/ownership: GCF primarily with WMO co-badging for the 
platform; aiming for endorsement of all information by a global 

forum (GCF, GCA, GEF, AF, World Bank, etc.) 

Structure: Guidance documents for GCF projects - general, 
mitigation, adaptation; 

Links to all mitigation methodologies
GCF-WMO information platform

GCF-WMO platform training page
Links to other climate model data platforms

Country-by-country information portals (interactive)
Links and user guidance for peer-reviewed global climate datasets
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EXAMPLE DATA FOR THE ROUND TABLE
• 1) Identify the connection between hazards and risks/impacts

Cote d'Ivoire - Climatology | Climate Change Knowledge Portal (worldbank.org)

https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/country/cote-divoire/climate-data-historical
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EXAMPLE DATA FOR THE ROUND TABLE
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EXAMPLE DATA FOR THE ROUND TABLE
• 1) Identify the connection between hazards and risks/impacts



It provides a setting for the overall narrative. IPCC stresses the value of 
multiple lines of evidence: “Physical climate information at global, regional 
and local scales is developed from multiple lines of evidence, including 
observational products, climate model outputs and tailored diagnostics” (from 
IPCC AR6 WG1 SPM)
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The role of historical data for GCF proposals

It demonstrates a particular climate risk/impact and the related hazard(s). For 
example, a country that suffers drought can articulate the societal impacts of 
droughts and their frequency. Future projections can then be interpreted to 
deduce that those problems are likely to become worse

It establishes a baseline - the present-day conditions against which 
adaptation options will be compared (e.g. how close are systems to critical 
thresholds)



• The latest report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC, AR6, Summary for 
Policymakers) highlights the climate impacts facing 
many regions including heatwaves, more intense 
precipitation, alterations to the onset and duration 
of monsoonal rainfall, agricultural and ecological 
droughts 

• All regions are projected to experience increases in 
hot climatic impact drivers 

• Heavy precipitation and associated flooding is 
projected to intensify and be more frequent across 
most of Africa and Asia, even with 1.5°C of global 
warming 

• More frequent and severe agricultural and ecological 
droughts are projected for most regions

Extract from Figure SPM3: IPCC, 2021. Summary for Policymakers. In: Climate Change 2021: The 
Physical Science Basis. Contribution of WG1 to the sixth assessment report of the IPCC

IPCC ATLAS CLIMATE CHANGE PROJECTIONS
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GCF-WMO CLIMATE INFORMATION PLATFORM 

The GCF-WMO collaboration promotes 
access to high quality climate 
information, expert advice, tools and 
scientific methodologies that contribute 
to the development of investments, 
proposals for climate action, and national 
policies and plans

The resources

Climate Information Platform - A web-based data 
platform that provides access to climate 
projections and indicators worldwide.

Climpact - A software package for the calculation 
of climate indices associated with impacts in 
climate sensitive sectors 



TOOLS & DATA SOURCES
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climpact-sci.org

Site-specific Report - Climate Information

https://climpact-sci.org/
https://climateinformation.org/create-report/
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Cote d'Ivoire - Climatology | Climate Change Knowledge Portal (worldbank.org)

https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/country/cote-divoire/climate-data-historical
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HAPPY TO TAKE ANY QUESTIONS 
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