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HOW GCF WORKS
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PROGRAMMING WITH GCF

FUNDING 
PROPOSALS

COUNTRY & 
ENTITY
PROGRAMME

NDCs
NAPs
LEDS

READINESS
(including 
adaptation 
planning)

PROJECT 
CONCEPTS

PPF

Project Concept Notes

Which entity(ies) 
is the most suitable to 

deliver the pipeline?

Are there any gaps 
for identifying or 

strengthening 
entities?

What sectors, 
what projects 
are a priority 

for the country?
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WORKING WITH AES 
WHO CHANNEL FUNDS TO PROJECTS

International Access EntitiesDIRECT ACCESS ENTITIES



• Key elements of an AE’s role:

• Develop and periodically update an entity work programme that leverages 
the AE’s comparative advantage to deliver country-owned, high-impact 
proposals in a strategic manner

• Design projects and develop funding proposals to be considered by GCF for 
financing based on country programmes and priorities

• Implement, deliver, monitor and report on the results of such activities in a 
manner consistent with GCF fiduciary, environmental, social and gender 
standards

• Managing executing entities
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ROLE OF ACCREDITED ENTITIES
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FIT-FOR-PURPOSE ACCREDITATION

Mandate & 
track record

• Alignment with Fund 
objectives

• At least 3 year of operations

Project size

• Micro ( <10M)

• Small (10-50M)

• Medium (50-250M)

• Large ( >250M)

Fiduciary 
functions 

• Basic

• Specialized

• Project management

• Grant award

• On-lending/blending (loans, 

equity and/or guarantees)

Environment & 
social risk 
category

• A (high)

• B (medium)

• C (minimal or no)



Entities seeking accreditation to GCF will be
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ROBUST AND RIGOROUS 
ACCREDITATION PROCESS

Stage II 
(Step 1)

Accreditation Panel Review

Stage I

Institutional Assessment 
and Completeness Check

Application 
received on OAS 

and fees paid

Stage II 
(Step 2)

Board decision-making

Stage III 

Legal 
arrangements

Assessed for: Against:

1. Institutional/ 
corporate-level 
systems, policies, 
procedures and 
capacity, and

2. Track record in 
using those 
systems

• GCF’s fiduciary principles and standards and related policies on 
whistleblowing, AML/CFT and prohibited practices,

• GCF’s environmental and social policy, interim environmental and 
social safeguards (ESS) standards and Information Disclosure 
Policy on E&S report disclosure,

• GCF’s gender policy, and

• GCF’s policy on the protection from sexual exploitation, sexual 
abuse and sexual harassment.



Visit us: https://www.greenclimate.fund/how-we-work/getting-
accredited

Contact us: accreditation@gcfund.org
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QUESTIONS?

https://www.greenclimate.fund/how-we-work/getting-accredited
mailto:accreditation@gcfund.org
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