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Understand the problem: Assess climate risk to WASH and 
set the climate rationale for UNICEF interventions

Risk assessment participatory methodology 
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Identify and Appraise Options: Identify a longlist of 
potential options to address prioritized risks

Climate resilient WASH options to:

1. Ensure that WASH infrastructure 

and services are sustainable, safe 

and resilient to climate related risks

2. Ensure that resilient WASH 

systems contribute to build community 

resilience to adapt to the impacts of 

climate change

3. Advance towards a low carbon 

WASH sector

Strategic Framework for WASH and Climate Resilient Development



Identify and Appraise Options: Appraise and shortlist 
options for prioritization

Screening methodology using a “climate lens” to prioritize interventions 
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Deliver Solutions: Integrating climate resilience into WASH 
Strategies and Plans

The specific focus of this Technical Brief is on ‘how to integrate 

climate resilience into national WASH strategies and plans’:

Has an emphasis on strategies and plans for small-scale rural WASH systems 
and community services

Promotes the notion of applying a ‘climate lens’ to strategies and plans

Includes guidance on the application of the approach in the form of questions, 
potential responses and suggested actions

Strategic Framework for WASH and Climate Resilient Development



Deliver Solutions: Identify different financing options 
and develop fundraising concepts and proposals

Guidance available on Readiness, climate financing landscape and 
Green Climate Fund
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Monitor and Move forward: Design SMART climate-
resilient indicators for WASH

Sample and generic indicators available
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Scope of the on-going Framework Update

Climate Resilient Sanitation 

New:

Climate Modeling for 

WASH

New:

Climate Financing for 

WASH 

Community 

Resilience and 

WASH

New:

Updating with new 

indicators



Source: UN-Water 2013

Water Security, the starting point 



Adaptation: Access to resilient water supply 
and sanitation

Proportion of the population using at least basic drinking water services, 2020 (%)

Population using at least basic sanitation services, 2020 (%)



Adaptation: WASH Contribution to community 
climate resilience 

Strategic Framework for WASH and Climate Resilient Development

IPCC Conceptual framework with risk at the center 

Source: IPCC AR5 Conceptual framework with risk at the center 

“The most effective measures to 

reduce vulnerability in the near 
term are programs that 

implement and improve basic 

public health measures such as 

provision of clean water and 
sanitation […] and alleviate 

poverty (very high confidence)”.

IPCC AR5:



What are the WASH climate financing asks?

“x

Billions of people lacking 
access to Safely Managed 
Water, Sanitation and 

Hygiene (WASH) services

People 

living in 
high-risk 

climate 

impacted 

areas

Urgent need for 

new climate 
resilient WASH 

services

Climate financing to build 
capacity and improve 

governance1 to develop 

climate resilient WASH 
services that contribute to 
build long term resilience 

and reduce GHG emissions

Climate financing for 
the provision of new 
and resilient WASH 

services to reduce 
vulnerability and build 

adaptive capacity

Billions of people with access
to Safely Managed (not 

necessarily climate resilient) 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) services

Need for 

retrofitting 
existing WASH 

services

Climate financing for 
upgrading existing 
and highly exposed 

WASH systems

Climate financing to ensure 
water conservation, 

efficiency, and reuse, and to 

build longer-term resilience 
through strengthened and 
improved WASH systems, 

including governance


