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GCF Financing for Water in Africa 



Sectoral and Practical Guide: Water security
• Aims to guide project proposal 

development in the water sector in 
line with GCFs investment criteria

• An inspirational document for the 
development of GCF funding 
proposals 

• Annex 1: provides generic 
practical guidelines and a step 
wise approach for project design 
that meets GCF requirements

• https://www.greenclimate.fund/do
cument/sectoral-guide-water-
security

https://www.greenclimate.fund/document/sectoral-guide-water-security
https://www.greenclimate.fund/document/sectoral-guide-water-security
https://www.greenclimate.fund/document/sectoral-guide-water-security


Key Principles- Country ownership



Key Principles - Systems thinking - Integrating the 
sub-systems

Three broad components of water systems are the natural resource system (NRS), socioeconomic systems (SES), and administrative and institutional 
systems (AIS)



I. Scoping / Decision 
context
sets the scope and boundary 
conditions for the project

II. Situation Analysis / 
Climate Science base
description of present and future 
WRM problems

III. Project Design / 
Building Climate Resilience
describes alternatives and evaluation

IV. Action Planning
 prepares investments, financing and 
funding, possibly incl.  feasibility study 
and ESIA In
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Key Principles- Structured approach for project design



Approach and terminology in developing a project



Impact potential

Paradigm shift

Sustainable development 

Recipients needs

Promote country ownership

Efficiency & effectiveness

GCF Investment criteria for Water Security Sector
High-impact areas in water security are countries and project 
areas with high to extreme water stress

Move climate finance from grant funding to concessional finance 
and then enable private finance for scaling-up

Climate actions identified under UN-SDG6 combined with gender 
and minority sensitive development impacts

Limitations in institutional support; need for developing capacity; 
and mechanisms for monitoring compliance 

Bring together ministries, National Designated Authorities & 
constituents going beyond climate policies 

Project design builds on best practices and lessons learned
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