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GCF Structured Dialogues provide ideal opportunities to share knowledge about how to access 
the Fund - based on queries raised by our Partners. Following the Structured Dialogue with 
Latin America on 5 to 8 March, we have compiled a list of common questions about GCF and 
provide responses to them. 
 
It is anticipated this will provide a useful source of information to increase understanding 
about how GCF operates. You can also gain detailed knowledge about how to access GCF funds 
in our online guide: GCF 101.

https://www.greenclimate.fund/gcf101
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Common questions about GCF 

 

Can a single country submit various Readiness proposals at once? 

Yes. Countries can access up to USD 1 million in Readiness funding for various activites 
each year, as well as up to USD 3 million per country for adaptation planning. These 
amounts can be split across different Readiness activity areas and different delivery 
partners.  

 

The Readiness funding programme, outside of GCF’s regular project approval cycle, 
strengthens the institutional capacities of NDAs or Focal Points and Direct Access 
Entities to engage with the Fund.  

 

Can NDAs invest Readiness resources to strengthen their national coordination 
mechanisms? 

Yes. NDAs or Focal Points are the main communication conduits between GCF and 
developing country stakeholders. So it is recommended Readiness resources are used 
when needed to strengthen national coordination mechanisms. This helps mainstream 
GCF engagement, which cuts across different economic sectors of the country. 

 

In addition, the national coordination mechanisms help widen understanding of a 
country’s climate agenda, centred around its Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) 
or other national climate change strategies, support strategic prioritisation of Readiness 
and project ideas, and share lessons from implementation. This meshes with a key 
focus of GCF - to make sure the projects it funds are country driven. 

 

What are country programmes and are they mandatory to receive GCF support? 

Country programmes outline a country’s plans and priorities for engaging with GCF, 
including how Readiness and project ideas fit with national climate change priorities. 
Country programmes are not mandatory to access GCF funding. However, experience 
from countries that have developed successful GCF projects indicates they are useful in 
harmonising national interests around climate priorities and in empowering them to 
drive the country’s pipeline with GCF.  

 

From a GCF perspective, country programmes help strengthen country ownership of 
funding proposals and underpin understanding of climate impact and paradigm shift. 

https://www.greenclimate.fund/how-we-work/empowering-countries
https://www.greenclimate.fund/what-we-do/projects-programmes
https://www.greenclimate.fund/gcf101/getting-accredited/accreditation-process
https://www.greenclimate.fund/gcf101/getting-accredited/accreditation-process
http://unfccc.int/focus/items/10240.php
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These are key factors in gaining GCF funding approval. Outlining national funding 
priorities through a country programme can also help attract support from other 
climate action partners. 

 

Does GCF have particular policies on deciding which projects to fund? 

Some Dialogue participants have wondered if GCF makes decisions on funding 
allocation according to different sectors, average national income levels, or the extent of 
co-financing being sought in a project in addition to GCF funds. In fact, GCF has no 
official policy on resource allocation - beyond aiming for a 50:50 split between 
mitigation and adaptation. Resource allocation for adaptation takes into account the 
urgent and immediate needs of vulnerable countries, particularly Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs), Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and African States. 

 

GCF commits resources on a project by project basis. Projects are reviewed based on the 
Fund’s six investment criteria and other relevant policies. 

 

What is the value in pursuing regional funding proposals, and does this limit the 
resources available for national projects? 

Multiple funding proposal submissions covering a country or region are possible – as 
long as they are well coordinated and meet national priorities in a harmonious way. 
Regional projects make sense when a cross-national boundary approach can better 
respond to a particular climate challenge, while also promoting a paradigm shift in 
climate action. The benefits of a regional approach in seeking GCF funding approval is 
considered on a case by case basis. This will involve weighing the importance of 
understanding the national context and particular climate needs of different countries, 
as well as identifying the opportunities for cooperation through regional bodies. 

 

What role can the private sector play in mobilising local capital through institutional 
investors? 

The private sector has a crucial role in mobilising funds at scale, and GCF’s Private 
Sector Facility aims to draw the private sector further into funding climate action. NDAs 
can strengthen their facilitation role between GCF and national private players, with a 
view to mobilising institutional investors and to raise local capital. This could include 
broad-based initiatives capturing economies of scale as well as supporting those who 
are vulnerable to climate change at the community level, such as smallholder farmers.  

https://www.greenclimate.fund/documents/20182/239759/Investment_Framework.pdf/eb3c6adc-0f24-4586-8e0d-70aa6fb8c3c8
https://www.greenclimate.fund/what-we-do/private-sector-facility
https://www.greenclimate.fund/what-we-do/private-sector-facility

