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Primary target audience 

• National Designated Authorities (NDAs) and focal points in Asia 
• Officials from Ministries of Finance, Climate Change and National Planning 
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• GCF Delivery Partners 
• Private Sector Representatives 
• Civil Society Organizations 
• GCF Board Member and Advisors 
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Objectives 
The objective of the meeting is to enhance the level of engagement 
between the GCF and Asian countries. Through this increased level of 
direct engagement GCF could support a low-carbon and climate resilient 
development in rapidly developing Asia. 

  

The Programme will focus on: 

(1) Increasing understanding of the GCF and the strategic opportunities for Asian countries;  
 

(2) Further developing the Asian Roadmap for strategic engagement with the GCF;  
 

(3) Enhancing the country ownership of GCF Projects and accelerating country programming;  
 

(4) Increasing the level of understanding with the NDAs and DAEs of the roles of different 
stakeholders in the GCF process;  
 

(5) Enhancing private sector engagement in the GCF portfolio targeting immediate 
opportunities presented by rapidly growing Asian countries;  
 

(6) Increasing understanding of various funding windows, financial instruments; readiness 
support as well as roles of independent integrity units 
 

(7) Providing a platform for sharing best practices and lessons between NDAs, Accredited 
Entities and other stakeholders    
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Day 1 
Tuesday, 17 April 2018 

08:00 – 09:00 Registration - Lobby at Da Nang room 

09:00 – 10:00 

 

High Level Session 1: Official opening - Da Nang room (plenary) 
 
Master of Ceremony:  
Ms Jiwoo Choi, Head of Financial Institutions and Structured Finance, GCF 

 
Welcome and opening remarks from: 
 

HE Nguyen The Phuong, Vice Minister, Ministry of Planning and 
Investment, Vietnam  
 
Asia Board Representative – Mr Ayman M. Shasly, GCF Board Member, 
Saudi Arabia  
 
Asia Board Representative – Mr Azimuddin Bin Bahari, GCF Alternate 
Board Member, Malaysia 

 
Mr Javier Manzanares, Deputy Executive Director, GCF 

 
Mr Kamal Malhotra, UN Resident Coordinator, Vietnam 

 
Key Note speaker:  
Key climate challenges for Asia, and projected emissions pathways 
Professor Ralph Sims, Massey University 
 
Official photograph 

10:00 – 10:30 Coffee break 

 
10:30 – 12:30 

 

High Level Session 2: - Da Nang room (plenary) 
Ensuring a Country Driven Approach to Climate Resilient Development in 
Asia 
 

Panel Discussion with invited High-Level Representatives, where Countries 
will highlight key climate priorities and opportunities for Asia  
 
Panel chair:  
Mr German Velasquez, Director of Division Mitigation and Adaptation, GCF 

 
- HE Namsrai Tserenbat, Minister of Environment and Tourism, Mongolia 
- HE Ezzi Heba Allah Sharem, Minister, Ministry of Water and 

Environment, Yemen 
- HE Jameel Mtour, Vice Chair, Environmental Quality Authority, 

Palestine  
- Mr Schach Zaman Maiwandi, Director General, National Environment, 

Afghanistan 
- Mr Hla Maung Thein, Director General, Ministry of Environmental 

Conservation and Forestry, Myanmar 
 
Respondent:  
Ms Helen Magata, Tebtebba Foundation, Philippines, and CSO Observer 
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12:30 – 14:00 

 
Lunch 

14:00 – 15:30 
High Level Session 3: - Da Nang room (plenary) 
Private Sector Opportunities in Asia –  
Opportunities, Challenges in securing public – private partnerships to 
address climate change  
 

Panel Chair:  
Ms Jiwoo Choi, Head of Financial Institutions and Structured Finance, GCF 
 
- HE Nayed Al Fayez, Minister, Ministry of Environment, Jordan 
- Dr Gloria Mercado, Office of the Cabinet Secretary, Office of the President, 

Philippines  
- Mr Ariyaratne Hewage, Special Envoy of the President, Sri Lanka 
- Mr Khizar Hayat Khan, Secretary Ministry of Climate Change, Pakistan  
- Dr Pham Hoang Mai, Director General, Department of Science, Education 

Natural Resources and Environment, Vietnam 
 
Private sector responders:  
- Mr Tony van Engelen, Chief Technical Officer, Climate Fund Manager/ 

FMO 

- Mr Noorullah Nourullah, Global Head of Agriculture, Acumen  
 

 
15:30 – 16:00 

 

Coffee break 

 
16:00 – 17:00 

High Level Session 4: - Da Nang room (plenary) 
Setting the scene in Asia 

 
Key messages from Asia: 
Snapshot of Asia’s engagement with the GCF to date, and summary capturing 
key points made in the previous sessions 
Mr Clifford Polycarp, GCF 
 
Panel Discussion: 
Guidance from the GCF Board, including key updates from B19 and upcoming 
board priorities – Panel Discussion with all Board Members 
(Saudi Arabia and Malaysia)  
 
Ministerial final remarks 
Providing political guidance for the rest of the Dialogue 
HE Nguyen The Phuong, Vice Minister, Vietnam 
 
GCF final remarks of thanks 
Mr Javier Manzanares, Deputy Executive Director, GCF 

 

18:00-20:00 

 
Official welcoming reception hosted by the Government of Vietnam  
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Day 2 
Wednesday, 18 April 2018 

09:00 – 9.30 Session 1: - Da Nang room (plenary) 
Key take home messages from Asia  

 
Recap of the day before 
Ms Diane McFadzien, GCF 
  
Objectives of the remaining days Structured Dialogue 
Ms Sujala Pant, GCF 

9.30 – 11:00 Session 2: - Da Nang room (plenary) 
Lessons Learned from Country Engagement with GCF  

 
This session will focus on providing country stakeholders an opportunity to 
share their experiences in engaging with the GCF.  

 
Session Moderator: Ms Sujala Pant, GCF 

 
Experiences of NDA’s in setting up national coordination mechanisms and NOL 
procedures in country 
 

- Mr Augusto Manuel Pinto, Timor- Leste 
- Mr Praveen Garg, India  
- Ms Susan Sami Jameel, Iraq 
- Mr Syamphone Sengchandala, Lao PDR  
- Mr Ahmed Abu Thaher, Palestine 

 
Direct Access Entities, Delivery Partners and CSO’s 
 

- Dr Yassine Charabi, Sultan Qaboos University, Oman 
- Mr Christina Soentoro Suprapti, Aksi, Indonesia  

 
Summary and presentation on good practices and lessons 
Ms Sujala Pant, GCF 

11:00 – 11:30 Morning tea 
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11.30 – 12.30 

Session 3: - Da Nang room (plenary) 
Lessons learned from country programming  

 
Session moderator: Ms Diane McFadzien, GCF 
 
Countries and Delivery Partners who have recently completed GCF Country 
Programmes will be invited to share experiences and lessons learned from the 
process 
 

- Mr Mohammad Fawad Hayat, Pakistan 
- Mr Dudi Rulliadi, Indonesia 
- Mr Kittisak Prukkanone, Thailand 
- Mr Kazi Hoque, Bangladesh 

 
Invited Respondents will provide experiences of the roles of other stakeholders in 
supporting the development of Country Programmes 
 

- Mr Rashid Bajwa, National Rural Support Programme, Pakistan 
- Mr Dennis Mutschler, Die Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 
 

Summary and presentation by the GCF on good practices associated with 
developing a Country Programme 
Ms Diane McFadzien, GCF 

12:30 – 13:00 Session 4: Introduction to the Readiness Programme Review and Evaluation 

- Da Nang room (plenary) 

 
This session will provide a short overview of two key areas: 

(1) GCF’s readiness programme, and (2) questions related to evaluations 
of GCF programmes and criteria 

 
Dr Jyotsna (Jo) Puri, Independent Evaluation Unit 
 
Housekeeping: 

- Topics and Locations of GCF Clinic Sessions 
Ms Diane McFadzien, GCF 

13:00 – 14:30 Lunch 

14:30 – 15:30 
Session 5: - Venues mentioned below 
Understanding the support available from the GCF 
 

Clinic sessions will be held (in parallel), providing participants an opportunity to 
learn about the different GCF modalities. 
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Clinic 1:   
Da Nang room 
(plenary) 
 
Simplified 
Approval 
Process and 
Enhanced 
Direct Access 
 
Facilitator:  
Mr Demetrio 
Innocenti, GCF 

 

Clinic 2:   
Non Nuoc 
room 
 
Readiness 
support 
available to 
countries, 
with a spot 
light on 
Adaptation 
Planning 
 

Facilitators:  
Ms Diane 
McFadzien and 
Mr Jason 
Spensley, GCF 
 

Clinic 3:  
Gallery room 4 
(Library) 
 
Introduction to the 
Private Sector 
Facility Business 
Model and examples 
of Asian Private 
sector Projects  
 
Facilitators:  
Ms Jiwoo Choi and Ms 
Hyejin Lee, GCF 
 
Speakers:  
- Mr Anand 

Batsukh, Xac 
Bank, Mongolia 

- Mr Kuldeep 
Singh, NABARD, 
India 

- Mr Ronald Wu, 
IFC, China 

 

Clinic 4:  
Ocean room 
 
Introduction to 
GCF’s evaluation 
function:  
What guidance 
and help GCF can 
potentially 
provide so high 
quality projects 
can be 
implemented? 
 
Facilitator:  
Dr Jyotsna Puri 
(Jo), IEU 

15:30 – 16:00 Afternoon tea 

 
16:00 – 17.00 
 
 

 
Session 6: 
Environmental and social considerations in climate change actions: A 
conversation on GCF’s safeguards, gender and indigenous people’s policies  
- Da Nang room (plenary) 
 

Plenary session 
 
Moderator: Mr Leo Paat, GCF 
 
Provides an overview of the GCF policies and management system 
 
- Country perspectives on integrating environmental and social 

considerations into national climate change actions 
Mr Sunimal Jayathunga, Sri Lanka 

- Views from the accredited entity: Integrating environmental and social 
considerations into projects 
Ms Jessie Mee, UNDP  

- Perspectives from civil society: Improving outcomes through stakeholder 
engagement 
Ms Claire Miranda, Jubilee South Asia Pacific Movement on Debt and 
Development 

- Introduction to the GCF Independent Redress Mechanism: its role and 
functions 
Mr Lalanath de Silva, IRM  

Questions and Answers 
 
Housekeeping messages,  
Mr Fumihiko Tominaga and Ms Astrid Wulandari Rahardjo, GCF 
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Day 3 
Thursday, 19 April 2018 

09:00 – 09:30 Session 7: Da Nang room (plenary) 
Building the Pipeline for Asia 

  
Re-cap of the day before and key messages 
Ms Diane McFadzien, GCF 
 
Objectives and programme for the day – Looking ahead 
Ms Sujala Pant, GCF  

 
Practical information :  

- Market place 
Ms Sujala Pant, GCF 

- Introduction to Technical session 10 
Mr Demetrio Innocenti and Mr Brett Barstow, GCF   

09:30 – 11:00 Session 8: Foyer outside of plenary 
Country Market Place A 
 

Countries will be divided into two groups. Each will be provided an opportunity 
to show case their investment pipelines for GCF, through a country poster. Each 
country will do 3 rounds of each 

 
Market Place A:  
Afghanistan, India, Iraq, Jordan, Pakistan, Palestine, Philippines, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Timor-Leste, Yemen 
 

11:00 – 11:15 Tea break 

11:15 – 12:30 
Session 9: Foyer outside of plenary 
Country Market Place B 
 

Those countries who did not present in the first market session will be provided 
the space to do so, in this second session.  All other partners are invited to attend 
country sessions. 
 
Market Place B: 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Indonesia, Iran, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Maldives, 
Mongolia, Myanmar, Vietnam 
 
 

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch 
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14.00 – 15:30 
Session 10: How to Submit a good quality funding proposal to the GCF: a 
101 guide to investment criteria 
 

Two Parallel clinic sessions 
 
Presentations will be made in two groups 
 
Climate impact, transformational and paradigm shifts will be explained.  
Examples will be shared from best practices to date from approved GCF projects, 
and case studies from the market-place will also be discussed.  

 
Clinic 1: Da Nang room (plenary) 
 
Mr Demetrio and Mr Leo Paat, 
Facilitators, Ms Jiwoo Choi, GCF 
 
- Presentation (20 min) 
- Group Work (40 min) 
- Discussion (30 min) 

Clinic 2: Ocean room 
 
Mr German Velasquez and Mr Bret 
Barstow, Ms Hyejin Lee, GCF  
 
- Presentation (20 min) 
- Group Work (40 min) 
- Discussion (30 min) 

15.30 – 16:00 Afternoon tea 

16:00 – 17:00 Session 11: 
Clinics on GCF Support Tools to Build the Pipeline 

 
Clinic 1: Non Nuoc room 
 
Financial Instruments 
 
Facilitators:  
Ms Jiwoo Choi and Mr 
Clifford Polycarp, GCF  
 
Understanding the GCF’s 
financial instruments, 
with a focus on the non-
grant instruments (i.e. 
loans, financial 
guarantees and equity)   

Clinic 2: Gallery room 4 
(Library) 
 
Climate Rationale and 
Incremental Cost 
 
Facilitators:  
Mr German Velasquez 
and Mr Brett Barstow, 
GCF 
 
Understanding what the 
GCF means by Climate 
rationale, Incremental 
costs, adaptation vs 
Mitigation 

Clinic 3: Ocean room 
 
Project Preparation 
Facility  
 
Facilitator:  
Mr Jason Spensley, GCF 
 
This clinic will explain 
the specific aspects 
support available from 
the Project Preparation 
Facility to develop a 
project Concept Note 
into a successful 
Funding Proposal.  

 

 
17:00 – 17:30 

 

Session 12:  
Plenary Da Nang room (plenary) 
 

Taking stock of Day 3, and Overview of Asia pipeline and next steps 
Mr Clifford Polycarp, GCF 
 
Housekeeping messages  
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Day 4 
Friday, 20 April 2018 

09:00 – 10:00 Session 13:  
Parallel clinics  

Clinic 1:  
Da Nang I 

 
Portfolio 
Management 
Unit 
 
Understanding 
the GCF 
reporting 
requirements 
for Readiness 
and Funded 
Activities; 
guidelines on 
addressing 
issues during 
implementation 
of the activities.  

Mr Linus Ikpyo 
Hong, GCF 

 

Clinic 2:  
Da Nang II 

 
National 
Adaptation 
Planning 
 
What makes a 
strong 
adaptation 
plan? 
 
Mr Jason 
Spensley, Mr 
Fumihiko 
Tominaga, GCF  

Clinic 3:  
Da Nang III 

 
Mitigating 
Conflict and 
Integrity Risks 
in Projects: 
Preventing 
Fraud & 
Corruption, 
Reconsideration 
of Denied GCF 
Funding and 
Resolving 
Problems 
 
Mr Lalanath de 
Silva, 
Independent 
Redress 
Mechanism 
 
Mr Ibrahim Pam, 
Independent 
Integrity Unit  

Clinic 4:  
Gallery room 4 
(Library) 
 
Understanding 
Privileges and 
Immunities 
 
Mr Javier 
Manzanares and Mr 
Clifford Polycarp, 
GCF  

Clinic 5:  
Non Nuoc room 
 
REDD +  
 
Increasing 
understanding about 
the GCF funding 
modalities for 
implementing REDD+. 
 
Mr German Velasquez 
and Mr Brett Barstow 
(with Mr Juan Chang, 
virtually) 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00 – 11:00 Session 14:  
Parallel clinics  

Clinic 1:  
Da Nang I 
 
Further 
understanding 
the project 
pipeline – from 
inception to 
implementation  
 

Mr Demetrio 
Innocenti and 
Mr Brett 
Barstow, GCF 

Clinic 2:  
Da Nang II 
 
UNFCCC event: 
Needs for and 
Access to 
Climate Finance 
 
Mr Yolando 
Velasco, 
UNFCCC 
Secretariat  

Clinic 3:  
Da Nang III 
 
Mitigating 
Conflict and 
Integrity Risks 
in Projects 
Preventing 
Fraud & 
Corruption, 
Reconsideration 
of Denied GCF 
Funding and 
Resolving 
Problems 
(repeat clinic)  
 
Mr Lalanath de 
Silva, 
Independent 

Clinic 4 
Gallery room 4 
(library) 
 
Country 
Programming: 
Further 
understanding 
of the strategic 
role of a 
country 
programme  
 
Ms Sujala Pant 
and Ms Diane 
McFadzien 

 Clinic 5 
Non Nuoc 
room 
 
Direct 
Climate 
Action 
Platform 
(DCAP) 
 
An 
introduction 
to the Direct 
Climate 
Action 
Platform  
 
Mr Javier 
Manzanares 
and Ms 
Astrid 

Clinic 6 
Son Tra 
room 

Leveraging 
the financial 
and 
technology 
mechanisms 
under the 
Climate 
Convention 
to deliver 
climate 
technology 
solutions 

 

Mr Jaime 
Webbe, 
CTCN 
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Redress 
Mechanism, 
Mr Ibrahim Pam, 
Independent 
Integrity Unit  

Rahardjo, 
GCF   

 
 

 Morning tea will be made available outside the meeting rooms  

11:00 – 13:00 Bilateral discussion sessions 
 

Countries are invited to schedule bilateral discussions with the GCF, providing them an 
opportunity to ask questions and raise specific issues of national priority (project, P&I, 

readiness, etc.) 
 

Accredited entities and other partners are invited to make similar bilateral 
arrangements to meet with countries/partners of their choosing (self-arranged). 

 
Please see the schedule below for your schedule and room location. 

 
Group A Room Time Countries 

Ms Sujala Pant 

Mr Leo Paat 

Mr Demetrio Innocenti 

Mr Fumihiko Tominaga 

 

Son Tra 
Suite  

(2nd Fl) 

11:00 – 11:50 Afghanistan 

12:00 – 12:50 Iran 

 
Group B Room Time Countries 

Mr Diane McFadzien 

Mr Jason Spensley 

Mr Linus Ikpyo Hong 

Mr Brett Barstow 

Non Nuoc 1 
(2nd Fl) 

11:00 – 11:50 Maldives 

12:00 – 12:50 Timor-Leste 

 

Group C Room Time Countries 

Mr Binu Parthan 

Mr German Velasquez 

Ms Hyejin Lee 

Non Nuoc 2 
(2nd Fl) 

11:00 – 11:50 Bangladesh 

12:00 – 12:50 Nepal 

 

Group D Room Time Countries 

Mr Clifford Polycarp 

Ms Jiwoo Choi 

Ms Astrid Rahardjo 

Han River 1 
(1st Fl) 

11:00 – 11:50 Indonesia 

12:00 – 12:50 Malaysia 

 

 

13:00 -14:00 Lunch 
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14:00 – 18:00 

Bilateral sessions continue 
 

Group A Room Time Countries 

Ms Sujala Pant 

Mr Leo Paat 

Mr Demetrio Innocenti 

Ms Fumihiko Tominaga 

Son Tra 
Suite 

(2nd Fl) 

14:00 – 14:50 Jordan 

15:00 – 15:50 Palestine 

16:00 – 16:50 Yemen 

17:00 – 17:50 Pakistan 

 
Group B Room Time Countries 

Ms Diane McFadzien 

Mr Jason Spensley 

Mr Linus Ikpyo Hong 

Mr Brett Barstow 

 

Non Nuoc 1 

(2nd Fl) 

14:00 – 14:50 Bhutan 

15:00 – 15:50 Cambodia 

16:00 – 16:50 Myanmar 

17:00 – 17:50 Lao PDR 

 

Group C Room Time Countries 

Mr Binu Parthan 

Mr German Velasquez 

Ms Hyejin Lee 

 

Non Nuoc 2 
(2nd Fl) 

14:00 – 14:50 China 

15:00 – 15:50 India 

16:00 – 16:50 Sri Lanka 

17:00 – 17:50 Mongolia 

 

Group D Room Time Countries 

Mr Clifford Polycarp 

Ms Jiwoo Choi 

Ms Astrid Rahardjo 

 

Han River 1 
(1st Fl) 

14:00 – 14:50 Philippines 

15:00 – 15:50 Thailand 

16:00 – 16:50 Vietnam 

17:00 – 17:50 - 
 

18:00 – 20:00 Closing reception hosted by GCF 
 

GCF Closing Address/Appreciation 
Mr Javier Manzanares, GCF   
 

 

 


