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Screening requirements: A subset of the current 
fiduciary and ESS standards and gender policy 
requirements

Corporate Governance 
and Internal Control

Financial Management

Integrity

❑ Reviewed at the right time

❑ No accreditation conditions

❑ Adherence to GCF policies

Project Preparation and Appraisal

ESS & Gender Safeguards

Legal Status

Adherence to GCF policiesRevised Accreditation Framework Key Features



Government 
nomination or 

self-nomination
Pre-screening

Application and 
fees 

Screening and 
report

Board decision

i.e., For the 
Ministries: 

nomination. One 
ministry can be 

nominated by the 
government, line 

ministries serve as 
Executing Entities

Simple self-
reflection 

questionnaire. 
Ministries could 

draw on expertise 
of the government 

as a whole

Two months to fill 
in online  

application form, 
submit all 

evidence, and +1 
month to pay the 
fees (indicative 2-

10 K USD)

Review by the 
Accreditation 

Panel, one round 
of questions/

clarifications
If all requirements 

are met: 
recommended to 

the Board

If all requirements 
are not met: report 
identifies the gaps, 

resubmission 
required

Any time

Open 2 months 
before each 
application 

window

2 application 
windows per year

Up to 9 months 
total review time, 
not including the 
time required by 

the applicant

Board meets 3- 4 
times per year

Streamlined Accreditation Process: Government-
controlled Public Sector



Self-nomination 
and informing 

NDA

Pre-screening
Application and 

fees 

Screening and 
report

Board decision

Non-governmental 
entities, including 
private sector can 
self-nominate and 
need to inform the 

NDA on the intention 
to apply to GCF. One 
branch/member of 

the corporate group 
can be nominated, 

others serve as 
Executing Entities

Simple self-
reflection 

questionnaire. 
Corporate group 
branches/mem-
bers could draw 
on expertise of 
the group as a 

whole

Two months to 
fill in online  

application form, 
submit all 

evidence, and 
pay the fees 

(indicative 2-10 K 
USD)

Review by the 
Accreditation 

Panel, one round 
of questions/

clarifications
If all requirements 

are met: 
recommended to 

the Board

if all requirements 
are not met: report 
identifies the gaps, 

resubmission 
required

Any time

Open 2 months 
before each 
application 

window

2 application 
windows per year

Up to 9 months 
total review time, 
not including the 
time required by 

the applicant

Board meets 3- 4 
times per year

Streamlined Accreditation Process: Non-
governmental
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GCF ACCREDITATION FAST TRACK MODALITY
 and expansion to include AfDB borrowers

Eligible Institutions

- Global Environment Facility (GEF); Adaptation Fund (AF);  EU Directorate-General for International Partnerships (DG 
INTPA)

- New: African Development Bank (subject to scope and implementation track record); WB (to be operationalized later in 
2026/27) 

Criteria Range Eligibility confirmation

Legal entity • The AfDB borrower is the same legal entity as 
applicant

Acceptable

Status of financing • Board approved Acceptable
• Signed Acceptable
• On-going Acceptable
• Closed Check the timing

Recency • Approved no more than 5 years before the entity 
submits its pre-screening application

Acceptable 

Status of implementation • Breaches of the legal agreement; events of 
default/events of non-compliance during the AfDB 
project implementation

To be reviewed by the Secreteriat

Technical criteria for AfDB borrowers
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Key Dates for 2026

First Pilot Application Window

January 2026

First pilot application window 
closes

March 2026

Payment of Fees Closes Until 
July Window

April 2026

Pre-screening Opens

May 2026

Pre-screening Closes
Second Application Window 
Opens

July 2026

Second application window 
closes

September 2026

Payment of fees closes until 
1st window in 2027

October 2026



RAF Key Features

Fees SIDs & LDCs* Non-SIDs, 
Non-LDCs**

International 
access 

applicants
Accreditation $1,500 $4,000 $13,000

Upgrade $375 $1,000 $3,250

*National direct access applicants
**Includes regional direct access applicants

Revised fee structure

*Submitted applications do not begin the screening and report step until after the fees are paid



Resources 

• GCF Accreditation Process Guidance
 Available on the GCF Accreditation website

• Guidance and Screening Requirements – 
Previously shared via email in the week of 19 January and 
available on the GCF Accreditation website.

• Video Navigating the Application Form – will 
be shared in chat today and via email after the session.

• Recording of this Session & Questions with 
Responses  - shared following Q&A sessions
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