
SIMPLIFIED APPROVAL 
PROCESS (SAP) OVERVIEW
The SAP provides a streamlined way to secure GCF funding, particularly 
for vulnerable communities in Small Island Developing States (SIDS), 
Least Developed Countries (LDCs), and African States. With SAP, you 
can boost your project's reach and utilize innovative financial solutions, 
all while reducing risks.
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PROGRAMMATIC ELEMENTS 
FOR SUCCESSFUL SAP FUNDING 
PROPOSALS 
To successfully secure funding from the GCF SAP, a project needs more than a promising 
concept. Accredited Entities (AE) should take into account several programmatic elements to 
craft enhanced funding proposals that align with the GCF’s impact strategy.

THINK BIG AND STRATEGICALLY
Show how your project can scale up previous initiatives and contribute to 
transformational change. Clarify what scaling up means for your project and 
demonstrate how you plan to achieve it. Think about replicating the project in other 
regions or countries or integrating it into national policies and plans.

CHECK THE BOXES
Ensure your project aligns with the list of core indicators and National Adaptation Plans. 
Do not forget to have a strong climate rationale for your project that explains how it 
responds to climate impacts or avoids emissions, and consider its potential impact, 
sustainability, and the recipient’s needs. Country ownership and adequate financial 
structure are also crucial.

FOCUS ON URGENT NEEDS
Prioritise climate adaptation needs in GCF priority countries. Small island developing 
States, least developed countries, and African States are especially vulnerable and need 
urgent attention.

LEVERAGE PRIVATE SECTOR FINANCE 
Identify specific opportunities for engaging the private sector in your project. 
Corporate social responsibility initiatives and partnerships with financial institutions are 
just some examples. Unlocking private sector finance is crucial to achieving the scale 
of investment needed for climate change projects, as well as to bringing on unique 
expertise held by the private sector.

GET CREATIVE WITH FINANCING 
Don’t limit your project to traditional funding sources. Innovative financing approaches 
can attract more concessional funding and private capital. Blended finance, for 
example, can help reduce risk and increase investment. Public-private partnerships can 
also leverage private sector resources and expertise.

MAKE THE MOST OF THE GCF
Enhance your access to the GCF while leveraging climate finance. The Simplified 
Approval Process can make it easier to get funding, but it’s important to meet the 
criteria and tailor your programming guides to the needs of AEs.
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IS THE PROJECT ELIGIBLE FOR 
SAP FUNDING? ESSENTIAL 
CRITERIA TO KNOW
As an AE, meeting the SAP's mandatory criteria boosts your funding proposal's chances of 
approval. Here are some key checklist items to consider:

Accreditation Type:
•  Project should fall within AE's 

accredited expertise.

•  Must have active, good-standing 
GCF accreditation.

National Alignment:
•  Must have National Designated 

Authority (NDA) support.

•  Should align with National Adaptation Plans 
and the country's Nationally Determined 
Contribution (NDC) to the Paris Agreement.

Financing:
•  The funding request to the GCF must 

be under USD 25 million. Please note 
that there is no upper limit when 
including co-financing.

•  Provide a detailed, realistic budget 
and reporting plan.

Risk Level and Management:
•  Minimal to no adverse environmental/social 

risks (GCF risk classification C).

•  Clear plan to manage risks and challenges.

Are you an AE, NDA or focal point, and have you considered preparatory initial checks, inclusion in 
country programming, alignment with NAPs?

Is your overall funding ask from the GCF no more than USD 25 million?

Is your project considered to have minimal or no adverse environmental and/or social risks and/or 
impacts (GCF risk classification C)?
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Your project is eligible to apply directly to the SAP 
modality. Refer to the next section to put your project 
idea into action.

Your project is not eligible for direct support from the 
GCF SAP. However, please consider:

If your project is well aligned with GCF priorities, the PSAA 
might be an appropriate mechanism. 

Exploring a partnership with a DAE or NDA to support the 
funding and implementation of your project. Applying for 
GCF accreditation to access future climate finance. 

Exploring other sources of climate finance, such as the AF, 
GEF, aid donor funding, and climate philanthropies.

You are eligible to apply directly to the SAP modality. Refer 
to the next section to put your project idea into action.

NO YES
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SECURING GCF FUNDING: 
A QUICK GUIDE FOR AES
1.  Concept Note: Although optional, submitting a Concept Note (CN) can help validate your 

project and identify gaps. GCF offers support for crafting these notes.

•  Can be submitted by AE or NDA
•  Must follow SAP CN template
•  Include the Environmental and Social Screening checklist

2.  Funding Proposal: Utilize GCF's available documentation and templates. Technical assistance 
for document preparation is available on request from AE and NDA.

3.  Proposal Submission: Send your Funding Proposal (FP) to the GCF Secretariat and 
Independent Technical Assessment Panel (iTAP) for eligibility review.

•  Must be submitted by an AE

•  Adhere to the SAP FP template

4.  Implementation: Once approved, proceed with streamlined monitoring and reporting for 
quicker fund disbursement.

SUPPORT AND RESOURCES
GCF provides a range of support tools for SAP, such as guidelines and training, including:

•  SAP Technical Guidance Compendium: A resource for identifying activities eligible for GCF's 
simplified approval process.

•  SAP Review Toolkit: A comprehensive checklist designed to guide you through the 
evaluation of concept notes and funding proposals. It includes key questions and elements 
assessed during the GCF appraisal process.

•  SAP Funding Proposal Preparation Guidelines: A guide outlining the expected content for 
a SAP funding proposal submitted to the GCF

For further assistance, contact the SAP team at sap@gcfund.org. 
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