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Summary

This document has been prepared to assist the Board in confirming the dates and venue for
the thirty-seventh meeting of the Board and deciding Board meeting dates for 2024.
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I. Introduction
1. This document has been prepared to assist the Board in confirming the dates and venue
of its thirty-seventh meeting (B.37) and deciding Board meeting dates for 2024.
II. Dates for upcoming meetings of the Board
1.1 Dates for the thirty-seventh meeting of the Board
2. By decision B.32/12, paragraph (d), the Board decided that the thirty-seventh meeting

of the Board (B.37) will take place from Monday, 23 October to Thursday, 26 October 2023.
Paragraph 17 of the Rules of Procedure of the Board provides that, at each meeting, the Board
will confirm the date and duration of the following meeting.

1.2 Dates for meetings of the Board in 2024

3. By decision B.17/24, paragraphs (c) and (d), the Board recommended that the
Secretariat propose, at the second Board meeting of each calendar year, the schedule of Board
meetings for the following calendar year, and requested the Secretariat, in presenting the
indicative schedule of Board meetings, to take into account all official United Nations holidays,
including both fixed and floating holidays.

4. Accordingly, the following is the proposal put forward for the Board’s consideration and
approval:

(a) B.38 to take place from 4 to 7 March 2024;
(b) B.39 to take place from 15 to 18 July 2024; and
(© B.40 to take place from 21 to 24 October 2024.

5. This document includes a list of key events whose dates have been announced, holidays
observed at the United Nations headquarters, and the proposed dates for Board meetings in
2024 (see annex II).

III. Offers to host a GCF Board meeting

6. In 2022, the Government of Rwanda offered to host a Board meeting (see annex III) and,
by decision B.33/18, the Board decided that B.35 would take place from Monday, 13 March to
Thursday, 16 March 2023, in Kigali. The Secretariat conducted a technical assessment in
Rwanda and signed the memorandum of understanding. GCF and the Republic of Rwanda have
entered into a bilateral privileges and immunities agreement which has meanwhile entered into
force. However, due to other international events taking place in Rwanda in 2023, the country
was unable to host any Board meeting in 2023. The Government of Rwanda confirmed their
ability to host B.38 to take place from 4 to 7 March 2024.

7. In 2021 and 2022, the Secretariat received expressions of interest from the
governments of Mongolia and Tajikistan to host Board meetings. The Government of Mongolia
expressed its interest through a letter signed by the Director-General of the Mongolian Climate
Change Department, Mr. Enkhbat Altangerel, dated 4 October 2021 (see annex V). The
Government of Tajikistan expressed interest in hosting a Board meeting through a letter signed
by H.E. Sirojiddin Muhriddin, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Tajikistan, and dated 25 November
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2021 (see annex V). Furthermore, at B.35 the Board member from Georgia informed the Board
of the Government of Georgia’s interest in hosting B.37 from 23 to 26 October 2023. The verbal
offer was accompanied by a formal letter dated 22 March 2023 and signed by Mr. Otar
Shamugia, Minister of Environmental Protection and Agriculture of Georgia (see annex VI).

IV. Consideration of hosting GCF Board meetings outside the
headquarters

8. GCF has received a growing number of offers to host Board meetings outside of the
Republic of Korea. This reflects the growing interest from countries in the work and operations
of GCF, and provides an opportunity to enhance the visibility of GCF and its work. Additionally,
hosting meetings outside the headquarters provides opportunity to Board members to follow
the progress of implementation of GCF funded projects and view their impacts on the ground, as
well as understanding better the circumstances and challenges related to climate change that
developing countries are facing and addressing.

9. The Secretariat requires that potential host countries meet certain threshold
requirements to host a meeting, as evaluated in a technical mission, and indicate their
willingness to enter into a memorandum of understanding (MOU) identifying requirements,
roles and responsibilities of both host country and GCF. The Secretariat conducted technical
missions in the three potential host countries mentioned in paragraph 7 from 12 to 20 June
2023. All three potential host countries satisfied the threshold requirements, as evaluated in the
technical missions. The Secretariat has engaged with all three potential host countries on their
willingness to enter into the MOU, as a host country must be willing to enter into the MOU with
GCF in order to host a Board meeting. All three countries have indicated their willingness to
enter into an MOU with GCF.

10. If more than one country has met the threshold technical requirements, as confirmed by
the technical mission, and indicated willingness to enter into the MOU, GCF assesses these
qualifying offers to host meetings outside the Republic of Korea in a neutral and efficient
manner in order to make an informed recommendation to the Board. This assessment includes
the consideration of various factors, including bilateral privileges and immunities agreements,
costs, venue and accommodations, accessibility, safety and security, and readiness to host the
Board meeting on the recommended dates. Given the Board’s strongly articulated preference for
certainty and predictability on dates and venues, emphasis is given to factors that provide
assurances to the Secretariat that the host country will be able to host the Board meeting on the
dates decided by the Board.. In this assessment, the Secretariat specifically takes into
consideration whether the prospective host countries have accorded GCF the requisite
privileges and immunities at the time of the Board decision. As of the date of publication,
Georgia, Mongolia and Rwanda have accorded such privileges and immunities through bilateral
agreements which are in full force and effect.

V. Recommendation

11. Based on the available information and the process described herein, the Secretariat
recommends that the Board confirm Georgia as the host for B.37 scheduled for 23 to 26 October
2023.

12. The Secretariat further suggests that offers that have not yet been selected be
considered with priority for future Board meetings to ensure that all countries that express
interest and meet the requirements will be given an opportunity to host.
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Annex I: Draft decision of the Board

The Board, having considered document GCF/B.36/20 titled “Dates and venues of

upcoming meetings of the Board”:

(a)

(b)

©

(4

(e)

Welcomes with appreciation the expressions of interest from Mongolia, Rwanda, and
Tajikistan to host a meeting of the Board and encourages the Secretariat to work to
facilitate their potential hosting of future Board meetings;

Recalls and confirms that the thirty-seventh meeting of the Board will take place from
Monday, 23 October to Thursday, 26 October 2023, and decides that the meeting will
take place in Georgia;

Decides that the thirty-eighth meeting of the Board will take place from Monday, 4 to
Thursday, 7 March 2024;

Also decides that the thirty-ninth meeting of the Board will take place from Monday, 15
to Thursday, 18 July 2024; and

Further decides that the fortieth meeting of the Board will take place from Monday, 21 to
Thursday, 24 October 2024.
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Annex II: Key events in 2024 and GCF Board meetings

15-19 orld Economic Forum Annual Meeting Davos-Klosters, Switzerland
26 - 1 March|UNEA-6

10-12 {2024 Ocean Decade Conference Barcelona, Spain

21-23  |2024 World Bank Group/International Monetary Fund Spring(Washington D.C., United
Meetings States

3-13 Bonn Climate Change Conference - June 2024 (SB 60)

TBD GEF June Council Meeting _

22-26 _|GEF 7th Assembly

Africa Climate Week (ACW 2024) TBC
UNGA 79 New York, United States

TBD Adaptation Fund Board Meeting

11-22  [UNFCCC COP29

TBD __[CBD COP 16
2-13 _ |UNCCD COP 16 Saudi Arabia

Abbreviations: CBD = Convention on Biological Diversity, COP = Conference of the Parties, GCF = Green Climate Fund,
GEF = Global Environment Facility, UNCCD = United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, UNFCCC = United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, UNGA = United Nations General Assembly, UNEA = United
Nations Environment Assembly, TBC = to be confirmed, TBD = to be decided.

* United Nations floating holidays

** Official holidays observed at the United Nations Headquarters that are national holidays

*** Official holidays observed at the United Nations Headquarters that are not national holidays
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Annex III: Letter from Republic of Rwanda

o 28 SEFT 20
Ne. AU /1601

Dhesar Sir.

-
Be: Expression of interest to host the Thirty Third Board Meeting of Green Climate Fund
(GCF) in Rwanda

On behalf of the Government of Rwanda, | have the honour to express the Rwanda’s interest to
host the 33+ Baard Meeting of the GCF planned for 2022 Hosting of the GCF Board mecting
woud be a greatl opporiunity for Rwanda to echo the commitment of developing countries to
implement the Paris agreement but also underscore the significance of building national
capacities 1o access the available climate finances. Rwanda become the first African Country to
update it Nationally Determined Contribution to Paris Agreement as a demonstration of the
committment to combat the impacts of dimate change.

Rwanda was among the first developing countries to have a government institutbon (The
Ministry of Environment) accredited for direct access to the GCF. In addition to this, Rwanda has
a track record of successful hosting of regional and international meetings, all attributed to the
government commitment of defivering quality services, availability of state of the art conference
facilities, assured security and above all, the Rwandan hospitality. Furthermore, since January
2018, nationals of all countries in the world, can receive their visa upon arrival at Kigali
International Abrport and all land borders which makes travelling 1o Rwanda much sasy, We
should also mention that major airines (such as KLM, 5N, Qatar, Turkish, Ethiopian, Rwandadr,
Kenya Airways, ete] are connecting Kigali to different cities in the world,

Among the hosted meetings we can mention the Regional Workshop for Africa on Nationally
Appropriate Mitigation Actions in August 2015, the 10% Africa Carbon Forum in June 2016, the
28 Meeting of Parties 1o the Montreal Protocol which ended up with Kigali Amendment in
Dctober. 2016 and the 10 Extracrdinary Summit of Africa Undon in March 2016, Africa Green
Growth Forum in 2018 and the upcoming CHOGM June 2022 among others. Wi are therefore,
confident that our country has sufficient capacity to make the Board mesting very successful.

ﬂujrﬂﬁﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁmupﬂmmi Y 202 0d gmail.com

~ Myarugenge Pension Flaza, KN 3rd Rosd, Kigali] .0 Box 3502 Kigali - Rwanda
Wiebmite: wonw cvrenmend gy e EMa et oms o g e | Tweitter: ifehivifoamest e
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Annex IV: Letter from Mongolia

-
e
Iel
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND
TOURISM OF MONGOLIA
15160 Government building 2, United Nation's street 5/2,
Chingeltei district, Ulaanbaatar, I‘.r‘_ONGOL_IA

Tel: (O76-51) 263341, 266171, F 6-11)321401,
E-mail: contact@mne.gov.mn. http//www.mne.mn

D;uc_{"‘_..lfﬁ_t?éé’_i%i’l
Ref. 27/ %6538

TO: Mr. Yannick Glemarec, Executive Director of the Green Climate Fund

The Ministry of Environment and Tourism of Mongolia as the National Designated
Authority is presenting compliments to the Green Climate Fund, noting the successful
cooperation with the Fund since 2014.

In alignment with the Cooperation Agreement signed in 2019 between the Government
of Mongolia and the GCF, Mongolia has been prioritizing climate actions in its
development pathway. In partnership with international and direct access entities,
Mongolia is successfully implementing several Green Climate Fund projects with
tangible outcomes in Mongolia. We hope to have the opportunity to share our
experiences with GCF Board members and stakeholders through potential project site
visits in 2022.

The Government of Mongolia is expressing its interest to host one of the 2022 GCF
Board meetings in Mongolia. Furthermore, | lock forward to meeting you and GCF
colleagues at the upcoming COP 26 meeting to discuss strengthening our continued
partnership.

We would appreciate your kind consideration of this proposal.

ENKHBAT Altangerel,
DIRECTOR-GENERAL,

CLIMATE CHANGE DEPARTMENT
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Annex V: Letter from Tajikistan

BAIOPATH KOFXOH XOPHYHH
PVMEYPHM TOYHKHCTOH

Dushanbe N-:-'-'emhergj 2021

Dear Mr. Yannick Glemarec,

I would like to express my gratitude to the Green Climate Fund (GOCF)
for the fruitful cooperation within the projects implemented in the Republic
of Tajikistan.

For the past two decades, Tajikistan, alongside with intemational
community, has been actively promoting water issues worldwide, thus
becoming a strong advocate of this vital cause,

Eight wwater-related United MNations General Assembly’s resolutions, two
international vears, and two intermational water decades initiated by Tajikistan

are the testimony of our productive and fruitful cooperation with all UN
member states and other stakeholders.

As vou are aware, water and climate are inextricably linked, as climate
change affects our lives and our economy mainly through water resources.
Unfortunately, we observe accelerated ice melting in various parts of the
planet - in the Arctic, Antarctica and Greenland.

The glaciers in Tajikistan are melting rapidly. To date, more than 1,000
of Tajikistan’s 13,000 glaciers have completely melted. Ohver the past few
decades, the total volume of glaciers in owr country, which make up more than
60%s of the water resources of the Central Asian region, has decreased by
almost a third,

Criven the serious consequences of continuing this process, Tajikistan has
previously proposed proclaiming 2025 as the Inmermational Year for Glaciers
Preservation and sctting a date for World Glaciers Dray. In this regards we

have also working with United Nations for the creation of the International
Fund for Glaciers Preservation.

pMr. Yannick Glemarec,
Executive Director

Secretariat of the Green Climate Fund [GCF]
Republic of Korea

To this end, we would like to confirm our willingness e hold the
upcoming GCF Board Meeting 2022 in Dushanbe on the margins of the
Second Intermational High-Level Conference on the Intermational Decade fior
Action "Water for Sustainable Development, 201 8-2028". Therefore, we are
committed o take all organizational arrangements in collaboration with GCF
to conducting this event.

For further information, please contact the Committee for Envirenmental
Protection under the Govermment of the Republic of Tajikistan, Mational
Designated Authority to GOF at gefnda@iajnature.tj and ¢ i prmail.com.

[ am looking forward o continue our mutually beneficial cooperation.

Kind regards,

Minister -\M Sirojiddin Muhriddin

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFATRS
REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN
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Annex VI: Letter from Georgia

LadWaMIITML 33&IML BH0INLY By LMDTSNL FDISEIMBNL INGNLSSN
MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND AGRICULTURE OF GEORGIA

N ) 203300 - I-2OEI T 10N S
IOVED

Te:  PaOusman Jarju

Secretary to the Board
Green Climate Fund

Songao Business Dhstrict
178 Art canter-daero
YWeonsu-gu, Inchaon 22004
Rapublic of Komsa

Subject Expression of the interest o host GCF Board mesting in Georgia

Dear M. Pa Ousman Jarju,

The Manistry of Ervironmenital Protection and Agriculture of Georgia presents its complments
o the Green Climate Fund, for supporting Geoigia in taciding climate change problems in a
sustainable way.

Wilch this leter, the Government of Georgia officially expresses its interest to host the 3T
Board mesting of the Green Climate Fund (GCF) in Georgia, which i planned io be held in
Dctober 2023,

For decades (Georgia was actively promofing ambitious climate change policy, Georgia with
is Long-Term Lows Emission Development Steiegy (LT LEDS) targets to reach Carbon
MNewirality by 2050, by unifying national endeswor and inbemnational support. In that spart,
Georgia is diversifying its renewable energy sector, expanding the share of wind and solsr
segments in its energy market; transforming the country’s wiban mobility; developing low-
carbon approsches in the construction, industrial, and waste sectors; advancing climate-smarn
t=chnologies and senvices; and increasing the carbon-capturing capaciy of Geongia's foesis.
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iZeorga, 5 one of the most active countnes within the Easiern European Region, m terms of

engagement with the GCF. Additionally, it showld be highlighted that, unlike the other regions,
the East=m Ewnopean region has never hosted the GCOF boand meeting before.

Log=ically, Georgia located on the crossmads of Ewope and Asia, is easily accessibls for
mtematiconal travelkers. Moreower, Georgia has a visa fres regime with more than 100 countries

Ve befiewe these are reasons, that make Georgia 3 good candidate for hosting the board
masting.

Flease accept. dear Sir, the assurances of guwr haghest consideration.
Yiouwrs sinceraly.

Ctar Shamugia

Mirisser
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