
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting of the Board 
10 – 13 July 2023 
Songdo, Incheon, Republic of Korea 
Provisional agenda item 24 

GCF/B.36/20 

13 July 2023 

Dates and venues of upcoming  
meetings of the Board  

 

Summary  
This document has been prepared to assist the Board in confirming the dates and venue for 
the thirty-seventh meeting of the Board and deciding Board meeting dates for 2024. 
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I. Introduction 

1. This document has been prepared to assist the Board in confirming the dates and venue 
of its thirty-seventh meeting (B.37) and deciding Board meeting dates for 2024. 

II. Dates for upcoming meetings of the Board 

1.1 Dates for the thirty-seventh meeting of the Board 

2. By decision B.32/12, paragraph (d), the Board decided that the thirty-seventh meeting 
of the Board (B.37) will take place from Monday, 23 October to Thursday, 26 October 2023. 
Paragraph 17 of the Rules of Procedure of the Board provides that, at each meeting, the Board 
will confirm the date and duration of the following meeting.  

1.2 Dates for meetings of the Board in 2024  

3. By decision B.17/24, paragraphs (c) and (d), the Board recommended that the 
Secretariat propose, at the second Board meeting of each calendar year, the schedule of Board 
meetings for the following calendar year, and requested the Secretariat, in presenting the 
indicative schedule of Board meetings, to take into account all official United Nations holidays, 
including both fixed and floating holidays.  

4. Accordingly, the following is the proposal put forward for the Board’s consideration and 
approval:  

(a) B.38 to take place from 4 to 7 March 2024;  

(b) B.39 to take place from 15 to 18 July 2024; and  

(c) B.40 to take place from 21 to 24 October 2024.  

5. This document includes a list of key events whose dates have been announced, holidays 
observed at the United Nations headquarters, and the proposed dates for Board meetings in 
2024 (see annex II). 

III. Offers to host a GCF Board meeting  

6. In 2022, the Government of Rwanda offered to host a Board meeting (see annex III) and, 
by decision B.33/18, the Board decided that B.35 would take place from Monday, 13 March to 
Thursday, 16 March 2023, in Kigali. The Secretariat conducted a technical assessment in 
Rwanda and signed the memorandum of understanding. GCF and the Republic of Rwanda have 
entered into a bilateral privileges and immunities agreement which has meanwhile entered into 
force. However, due to other international events taking place in Rwanda in 2023, the country 
was unable to host any Board meeting in 2023. The Government of Rwanda confirmed their 
ability to host B.38 to take place from 4 to 7 March 2024.  

7. In 2021 and 2022, the Secretariat received expressions of interest from the 
governments of Mongolia and Tajikistan to host Board meetings. The Government of Mongolia 
expressed its interest through a letter signed by the Director-General of the Mongolian Climate 
Change Department, Mr. Enkhbat Altangerel, dated 4 October 2021 (see annex IV). The 
Government of Tajikistan expressed interest in hosting a Board meeting through a letter signed 
by H.E. Sirojiddin Muhriddin, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Tajikistan, and dated 25 November 
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2021 (see annex V). Furthermore, at B.35 the Board member from Georgia informed the Board 
of the Government of Georgia’s interest in hosting B.37 from 23 to 26 October 2023. The verbal 
offer was accompanied by a formal letter dated 22 March 2023 and signed by Mr. Otar 
Shamugia, Minister of Environmental Protection and Agriculture of Georgia (see annex VI).  

IV. Consideration of hosting GCF Board meetings outside the 
headquarters 

8. GCF has received a growing number of offers to host Board meetings outside of the 
Republic of Korea. This reflects the growing interest from countries in the work and operations 
of GCF, and provides an opportunity to enhance the visibility of GCF and its work. Additionally, 
hosting meetings outside the headquarters provides opportunity to Board members to follow 
the progress of implementation of GCF funded projects and view their impacts on the ground, as 
well as understanding better the circumstances and challenges related to climate change that 
developing countries are facing and addressing.     

9. The Secretariat requires that potential host countries meet certain threshold 
requirements to host a meeting, as evaluated in a technical mission, and indicate their 
willingness to enter into a memorandum of understanding (MOU) identifying requirements, 
roles and responsibilities of both host country and GCF. The Secretariat conducted technical 
missions in the three potential host countries mentioned in paragraph 7 from 12 to 20 June 
2023. All three potential host countries satisfied the threshold requirements, as evaluated in the 
technical missions. The Secretariat has engaged with all three potential host countries on their 
willingness to enter into the MOU, as a host country must be willing to enter into the MOU with 
GCF in order to host a Board meeting. All three countries have indicated their willingness to 
enter into an MOU with GCF.  

10. If more than one country has met the threshold technical requirements, as confirmed by 
the technical mission, and indicated willingness to enter into the MOU, GCF assesses these 
qualifying offers to host meetings outside the Republic of Korea in a neutral and efficient 
manner in order to make an informed recommendation to the Board. This assessment includes 
the consideration of various factors, including bilateral privileges and immunities agreements, 
costs, venue and accommodations, accessibility, safety and security, and readiness to host the 
Board meeting on the recommended dates. Given the Board’s strongly articulated preference for 
certainty and predictability on dates and venues, emphasis is given to factors that provide 
assurances to the Secretariat that the host country will be able to host the Board meeting on the 
dates decided by the Board.. In this assessment, the Secretariat specifically takes into 
consideration whether  the prospective host countries have accorded GCF the requisite 
privileges and immunities  at the time of the Board decision.  As of the date of publication, 
Georgia, Mongolia and Rwanda have accorded such privileges and immunities through bilateral 
agreements which are in full force and effect.  

V. Recommendation 

11. Based on the available information and the process described herein, the Secretariat 
recommends that the Board confirm Georgia as the host for B.37 scheduled for 23 to 26 October 
2023.  

12. The Secretariat further suggests that offers that have not yet been selected be 
considered with priority for future Board meetings to ensure that all countries that express 
interest and meet the requirements will be given an opportunity to host.  
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Annex I:  Draft decision of the Board 

The Board, having considered document GCF/B.36/20 titled “Dates and venues of 
upcoming meetings of the Board”: 

(a) Welcomes with appreciation the expressions of interest from Mongolia, Rwanda, and 
Tajikistan to host a meeting of the Board and encourages the Secretariat to work to 
facilitate their potential hosting of future Board meetings;   

(b) Recalls and confirms that the thirty-seventh meeting of the Board will take place from 
Monday, 23 October to Thursday, 26 October 2023, and decides that the meeting will 
take place in Georgia; 

(c) Decides that the thirty-eighth meeting of the Board will take place from Monday, 4 to 
Thursday, 7 March 2024;  

(d) Also decides that the thirty-ninth meeting of the Board will take place from Monday, 15 
to Thursday, 18 July 2024; and 

(e) Further decides that the fortieth meeting of the Board will take place from Monday, 21 to 
Thursday, 24 October 2024. 
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Annex II: Key events in 2024 and GCF Board meetings 
Dates Event  Location  

January   
15–19 World Economic Forum Annual Meeting Davos-Klosters, Switzerland 

February   
26 – 1 March UNEA-6 Nairobi, Kenya 

March   
4–7 38th GCF Board meeting  TBC 

April   
 

7 Good Friday***   
10–12 2024 Ocean Decade Conference Barcelona, Spain 

14 Orthodox Good Friday*  
21 Eid al-Fitr  

21–23 2024 World Bank Group/International Monetary Fund Spring 
Meetings 

Washington D.C., United 
States 

May   
29 Memorial Day**  

June   
3–13 Bonn Climate Change Conference – June 2024 (SB 60) Bonn, Germany  

   
28 Eid al-Adha***  

TBD GEF June Council Meeting  
July   

15–18 39th GCF Board meeting   
August   
22–26 GEF 7th Assembly Vancouver, Canada 

September   
4 Labor Day*  

4–8 Africa Climate Week (ACW 2024) TBC 
10–24 UNGA 79 New York, United States 
24–25 Yom Kippur*  

29 Chuseok (autumn harvest festival observed in Korea)  
October   

TBD Adaptation Fund Board Meeting Bonn, Germany 
21–24 40th GCF Board meeting  TBC 

29 National Day of the People’s Republic of China   
November   

11–22 UNFCCC COP29 TBC 
12 Diwali*  
27 Gurpurab*  

TBD CBD COP 16 Turkey 
December   

2–13 UNCCD COP 16  Saudi Arabia 
24–25 Christmas holidays***    

Abbreviations: CBD = Convention on Biological Diversity, COP = Conference of the Parties, GCF = Green Climate Fund, 
GEF = Global Environment Facility, UNCCD = United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, UNFCCC = United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, UNGA = United Nations General Assembly, UNEA = United 
Nations Environment Assembly, TBC = to be confirmed, TBD = to be decided.  
* United Nations floating holidays  
** Official holidays observed at the United Nations Headquarters that are national holidays  
*** Official holidays observed at the United Nations Headquarters that are not national holidays  
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Annex III: Letter from Republic of Rwanda 
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Annex IV: Letter from Mongolia 
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Annex V: Letter from Tajikistan 

 

 



  
       GCF/B.36/20 

Page 8 
    

 

   
 

Annex VI: Letter from Georgia  
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