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I. Project Overview

Identification

Project Title

Enhancing Climate Information and Knowledge Services for resilience
in 5 island countries of the Pacific Ocean

Managing Division

Science Division

Typel/Location

Regional

Region

Asia Pacific

List Countries

Cook Islands, Niue, Palau, Republic of the Marshall Islands, Tuvalu

Project Description

The Cook [slands, Niue, Palau, the Republic of the Marshall Islands and
Tuvalu are at the forefront of climate change. Sea level rise, ocean
acidification, coastal inundation and erosion, disruption of rainfall
patterns, rising average temperatures and more extreme weather
events threaten the ecosystems on which island populations rely. Their
great vulnerability to climate change arises from their geography, the
exposure of their populations and their lack of resilience to shocks; their
limited adaptation capacity is caused by structural constraints on their
financial and human resources.

The overali objective of the Programme is to support increased climate-
resilient sustainable development in the five countries through the
achievement of three key outcomes: i) increased generation and use of
climate information in decision making; i) strengthened adaptive
capacity and reduced exposure to climate risks; iii) strengthened
awareness of climate threats and risk-reduction processes.

The Programme will effect a paradigm shift to science-informed
evidence-based climate adaptation, risk reduction and multi-hazard
early warning. This will be complemented by a transformation in the way
that climate information is communicated to islands populations, so that
people at “the last mile” clearly understand what is happening and have
the capacity to prepare and respond to its impacts.

Estimated duration of project:

5 years

Estimated cost of the project

USD 49,923,714




Il. Environmental Social and Economic Screening Determination

A. Summary of the Safeguard Risks Triggered
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SS 1: Biodiversity, natural habitat and Sustainable Management of 2 1 L
Living Resources
SS 2: Resource Efficiency, Pollution Prevention and Management of 2 1 L

Chemicals and Wastes
SS 3: Safety of Dams

SS 4: Involuntary resettlement

SS 5: Indigenous peoples

SS 6: Labor and working conditions
SS 7: Cultural Heritage

SS 8: Gender equity

SS 9: Economic Sustainability

Additional Safeguard questions for projects seeking GCF-funding
(Section 1V)
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B. ESE Screening Decision? (Refer to the UNEP ESES Framework (Chapter 2) and
the UNEP’s ESES Guidelines.)

Low risk X] Moderate risk (]  Highrisk [ Additional information required (J

C. Development of ESE Review Note and Screening Decision:

m Zoetelief Date: 13 September 2019

Prepared by: Name: Joch

Safeguard Advisor: Name: Y1 Date: 4 November 2019

Project Manager: Name: Jochem Zoetelief Date: 4 November 2019

D. Recommended further action from the Safeguard Advisor:

This is likely a low risk project. It is great to see that the project already carried out the
environmental and social risk screening and confirmed that there are no major foreseen
safeguard risks. Some minor concerns are as following:

! Refer to UNEP Environment, Social and Economic Sustainability (ESES): Implementation Guidance Note to assign
values to the Impact of Risk and the Probability of Risk to determine the overall significance of Risk (Low, Moderate or
High).

2 Low risk: Negative impacts negligible: no further study or impact management required.

Moderate risk: Potential negative impacts, but less significant; few if any impacts irreversible; impact amenable to
management using standard mitigation measures; limited environmental or social analysis may be required to develop a
ESEMP. Straightforward application of good practice may be sufficient without additional study.

High risk: Potential for significant negative impacts, possibly irreversible, ESEA including a full impact assessment may
be required, followed by an effective safeguard management plan.



SS 1: The project should ensure that there is no negative impact to the ecosystem in the sites
selected.

SS 2: For disposal of e-waste and other waste, search for the most resource efficient, recycling
or sound waste management options (including upcycling opportunities). Avoid transportation
and/or use of any toxic materials for construction: ensure that the weather centres are climate
resilient; develop the waste management and disposal plan for the safety or the ecosystem
and the surrounding communities.

SS3: The project doesn'’t intend to construct dams. However, construction of weather centres,
especially in the ocean, will require some safety measures. Although the safeguard review
report noted that the risk is minor, all possible precautionary measure should be taken for the
safety of the laborers and the nearby communities.

SS 6: Contractors are likely to be hired for the construction work. Labour and working
conditions in the Safeguard Framework should be respected.

SS 7: Did the project confirm that there are no cultural heritage objects among proposed
project sites?

SS 8: Gender Action Plan is developed to help the project gender-responsive. Gender and
right-holder perspective should be considered throughout the project.
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